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Four Men Who Changed History
The biggest challenge of writing this club bulletin in coming 

up with relevant content. This isn’t difficult when we’re in the 
midst of our busy season. But come winter . . . there’s often little to 
write about. Except there is: Our history as Rotarians. And that’s 
what we’re going to look at over the next few weeks. This is fitting 
to start today because two days ago was . . .

110 Years Past
On February 23, 1905, Paul 
Harris had dinner with his 
closest friend, Chicago coal 
dealer Silvester Schiele. Af-
terwards they walked up 
to Room 711 of the Uni-
ty Building where they met 
their host, Gustavus Loehr, 
a mining engineer; and an-
other friend, Hiram Shorey, a 
merchant tailor.  
Harris proposed they form 
a club. No name was chosen 
for the group. But they agreed to meet next at the offices of Silves-
ter Schiele. The second meeting was March 9th. Three other men, 
Harry Ruggles, William Jenson, and A. L. White joined them. 
Ruggles was a printer, and created the “name badge” version of 
the Rotary “wheel” and also started singing in Rotary. In fact his 
singing kept the group from disbanding more than once. It was 
also decided that “rotating” the meetings made “Rotary” the most 
logical name.  Two weeks later the group gathered at the office of 
Silvester Schiele, in his coal yard at Twelfth and State Streets.  Six 
of the previous seven were present along with Charles Newton and 
Arthur B. Irwin.

The first four Rotarians (from left): Gustavus 
Loehr, Silvester Schiele, Hiram Shorey, and 
Paul P. Harris, circa 1905-12.
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Paul was very interested in starting Rotary in other cities. The 
second Rotary club was founded by Homer Wood in San Fran-
cisco in 1908. Wood then quickly organized Oakland #3, Seattle 
#4 and Los Angeles #5. 
The activity caused by San Francisco created the first major con-
flict within the Rotary Club of Chicago. Too much of the meeting 
time was being taken up with reports of “new clubs.” Harris also 
had a vision of “Around the World Rotary” which was also op-
posed by many of his fellow Rotarians. It was not until he won the 
loyalty of the man who was to be Rotary’s secretary from 1910 – 
1942 that Rotary became organized and international. That man 
was Chesley Perry, whom Paul called the “Builder of Rotary.”
Who was the first Rotary president? Silvester Schiele. When it 
came time for the meeting to be held at A. L. White’s place of 
business (at Englewood), the location was “inconvenient” and 
thus was the first Rotary meeting in hotel. As with many new 
ventures, some new members didn’t remain. Shorey and Loehr, 
half of the original four were not active after the first few meet-
ings. When did weekly meetings begin? According to the general 
secretary in 1948, it was Oakland #3 in 1909.
By August 1910 there were sixteen clubs and the National Associ-
ation of Rotary Clubs was organized and held its first convention 
that year, in Chicago.  
At the 1911 Portland Convention, “Service, Not Self ” was intro-
duced by Frank Collins of Minneapolis. It later became “Service 
Above Self.” The slogan “He profits most who serves best,” was 
also read there.  It had been written by Arthur Sheldon and deliv-
ered by him at the first convention the previous year in Chicago. 
Both were approved by RI in 1950. 
More of our history next week.
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What Do You Say?
While on maternity leave, a woman from our office brought in 
her new bundle of joy. She also had her seven-year- old son with 
her. Everyone gathered around the baby, and the little boy asked, 
“Mommy, can I have some money to buy a soda?”  
“What do you say?” she asked. 
Respectfully, the boy replied, “You’re thin and beautiful.” 
The woman reached in her purse and gave her son the money.


